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NEIL ASSP Chapter Monthly Board Meeting Agenda
September 16th, 2026
Attendance: Claire Obuchowski, Amy Beug, Tanner Panozzo, Toma Balaci, Jay Braffett, Grace Tilley, Sheri Lesak, Kamran Malik, Bob Wasick
Meeting Call to Order Jay Braffett 12:09pm
Board Member Reports
President – Jay Braffett 
· Jay to reach out to JD (Three Rivers) to let him know that they are invited to come to our November meeting if they don’t have a speaker confirmed for theirs
Secretary – Claire Obuchowski (Nothing to Report)
Treasurer – Toma Balaci 
· Submitted our financial report
· Need to pay our portion from the networking event at the conference ($1500)
· Will send Claire the financial report for the monthly minutes
President Elect – Sheri Lesak 
· Gave Claire 5 $25 gift cards to raffle off at the next meetings
· Check on platinum t-shirts this year – Jay to reach out to ASSP Chapter Services
· Will do October’s CEUs and will discuss at October meeting
Past President – Tim Janis (Not present)
Webmaster – Tanner Panozzo 
· Put up October meeting
· Will publish all other meetings
· Posted platinum status on LinkedIn and Website
· Worked with Dr. Hogan to create a post about new graduate jobs
Newsletter / Communications – Grace Tilley
· Started working on newsletters last month and it has been going smoothly
Membership and Sponsorship – OPEN – Gerald not present
Chicagoland Safety and Health Conference – Amy Beug
· Numbers are similar to last year (attendance)
· Sold out of all expo booths this year
· Having problems getting moderators this year – make an announcement at the next meetings to get NEIL members to participate as moderators and on the board.
· 3 ASSP Chapters go in together on a tablecloth with all 3 chapter logos on there? 
· Jay to reach out to Christine and JD about purchasing the tablecloth.
Awards and Honors – Bob Wasick
· Maggiano’s is booked for meeting dates
NIU Student Section Advisor – Dr Ted Hogan (not present)
NIU Student Coordinator – Kamran Malik
· 5 students registered for conference
· Tough for students due to time of year
· Kamran to get details from Jailene/students when they have their next meeting
· Some students have a lab around the same time as the Maggiano’s meetings
Past Business/Follow-Up
- 2026–2027 chapter meeting season is now fully confirmed, including Mark Lies for the final presentation of the season.
- Website schedule update – Tanner to ensure all confirmed meeting dates and speaker information are current on the chapter website. Will post all meetings but not open them for registration yet.
- CEU coordination – Sheri to continue coordinating required speaker/CEU materials with ASSP through the October transition.
- Speaker information – Tanner and Sheri to coordinate speaker bio, photo, and presentation summary information needed for the website. Photo needed of John Newquist – Tanner will add from LinkedIn profile.
- Communications coordination – discuss LinkedIn promotion and overall email/newsletter communications being handled by Grace. 

Chicagoland Safety, Health & Environmental Conference
- Conference update – September 16th, 11:50 AM–1:00 PM, Room 166.
- Recap the September 15 Chicagoland ASSP Networking Event at Morton’s The Steakhouse in Naperville, co-hosted by NEIL ASSP and regional partner organizations.
Tanner and Amy attended. Packed room at Morton’s – ~80 people attended.
- Board discussion / conference observations and follow-up opportunities.
Attendance is about the same as last year.
Need more NEIL members on conference board next year.
New Business
Special Election – President-Elect and Secretary
- Formal special-election notice has been issued to the membership. 
- President-Elect slated candidate: Claire Obuchowski, CSP.
- Secretary slated candidate: Michael Saujani.
- Special election scheduled for the October 16, 2026 chapter meeting.
- Review election process, additional nominations, voting method, and transition steps.
- Sheri Lesak leadership transition – discuss her stepping down following the October election. 
- Review leadership succession plan and transition of Claire from Secretary to President-Elect, subject to the special election.
- Discuss restoring the staggered Secretary/Treasurer election cycle required by the Chapter Bylaws.
ASSP Region V Fall ROC – September 23–25
- Jay will attend on behalf of the chapter and conduct the chapter presentation.
- Presentation will be circulated to the Board for review before the ROC meeting.
- Board input: key chapter updates or issues to include in the ROC presentation.
Membership Survey
- Gerald to prepare survey results for presentation to the Board at the October meeting via PowerPoint.
Chapter Recognition
- NEIL ASSP achieved Platinum level recognition for the 2025–2026 chapter year based on the June 30, 2026 COMT submission and review.
- Discuss recognition/communication to membership and acknowledgment of Board contributions.

2026–2027 Monthly Meeting Schedule
- Chicagoland Safety, Health and Environmental Conference – September 16th @ 11:50 AM–1:00 PM, Room 166 – Confirmed
- Beyond Worker Error: How Great Incident Investigators Find System Failures – John Newquist – October 16th – Confirmed
- NIU ASSP Student Safety Section Career Guidance and Resume Building Workshop – October – Will confirm date by the end of September
- Machine Safety – Gerardo Lara Lenttini M.S., CSP, CCPSC – November 13th – Confirmed
- Volunteer at Northern IL Food Bank – December 4 (1st priority) or 11 – Confirmed
- AI for the Safety Professional – JD Horst – January 15th – Confirmed
- Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in the Workplace Ethics Training as it applies to the Safety Professional – Dr. Geneace Williams – February 19th – Confirmed
*Action Required – Jay to confirm title of this presentation
- SIF Prevention: Moving Beyond Compliance – March 19th – Confirmed - Mark Meynard?
- Northern IL University ASSP Student Section Safety Project Presentations – NIU Safety Department Students – April 16th – Confirmed
- OSHA Legal Standpoint Update – Mark Lies – May 21st – Confirmed

Meeting Adjourned 1:05pm
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